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- . FOUND IN BILCXI Bay 


££ 55 FEET LONG 20 FEET WIDE 
4% IRON CANNOX - 6 FEET LONG - 
7 FEET LONG - 2 4 FEET LONG - 
CANNON BALLS 2 - 24 - 3 INCHES 
IN DIAMETER - ALL DESCRIBED 


August - 1892 


wel 
The Daily Picayune - September 19, 1892 - p 6 col 2 


A MYSTERIOUS FIND 
UNDER THE "ROCK PILE" IN BILOXI BAY 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE LAID UNDER THE WATER 
FOR NEARLY TwO CENTURIES 


Ocean Springs, Miss. Sept. 18, 1892: (Special) 


Atout a month ago a young man named Eugene Titlier, Jr., who was 
following his occupation of oysterman, and while catching such on 
what has teen known for years as the "rock pile," which is located 
in Biloxi Bay about a quarter of a mile in a southwest direction 
from the residence of Colonel Sheldon, on the teech front of Ocean 
Svrings, he struck a very hard substance, and after sounding two or 
three times made up his mind to investigate and did so by diving. 


The result of this was the finding of acannon. He immediately 
made known this find to his father, E. Tiblier, and in connection with 
Cevtain Jose Saurez, of the schooner Maggie, they proceeded to secure 


the find. 

Wreck of Sunken Vessel 
For twelve days they have been at work and in that time *. 

discovered that it is the sunken wreck of some war vessel, possitly 

one of the fleet that came to this section under the command of 


Iberville in either 169° or 1703, as everything so far recovered 
tends to confirm the impression that the wreck is very old. 


As far as can be ascertained, the wreck is about 55 feet in 
length by protakly 20 wide. 
. The parties engaged in this recovery suppose that they are now 


working tetween the gun deck and the hull. The water at high tide 
is over 12 feet deep where the sunken craft is imbedded. 


Held Together by Wooden Pins 


Everything points to the certainty of the wreck having been a 
war vessel. The wood so far recovered is of oak and mahogany in a 
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Tair state of preservation, owing to its being -elow the mud tottonm. 


A great amount of stones and toulders, foreign to this section, 
nave been taken out, which evidently was part of the ballast of the 
vessel. Also some fire trick, much different from that now used, as 
it is but 1 3/8 inches thick, 8 inches long and 4 @ide. 


A great numter of iron traces have keen taken out, atout 12 feet 
long, 2 1/+ inches wide and 1/2 inch thick. Every part of the wood 
shows that the putting together was done by wooden pins, and where a 
Eolt was used in iron work, it was of copper. 


A sheave 9 inches in diameter, with a l-inch groove, and the 
block 12 inches, has heen taken out, together with a smaller one, 
tut all made of different wood from any now used, and no iron used 
as pins. No nails have been found, and evidently the vessel was nut 
together with some kind of wooden pins. 


A block eye when found was 12 inches in diameter, but, since 
exposure to the air, has shrunk to 8 inches. This is made of some 
Singular deep-grained wood. The size of this block eye would denote 
that the vessel was of considerable tonnage. There are other block 
eyes, tut atout half the size of the above. 


Four Cannon Found 


So far the workers on this wreck have found four iron cannon--one 
6 feet long and in fair order. The letters "H. E. or F. 0. &." are 
descritable and are located about 1 foot from the vent. This gun has 
a muzzle of 8 1/2 inches. A small charge of powder was placed in 
this gun and it was fired off ty the fishermen, and stood that test. 


Another cannon 7 feet long has a part of the gun carrisge at&ached, 
mede of some hard wood and which is on its right side. No marks as yet 
have been discovered on this. . 


Two other cannons each 4 feet long and 2 1/2 inches at muzzle 
have been £mmm@ taken out. These latter are badly eaten by iron rust. 


The find all lies on the deck of the schooner. 

Cannon talls of different sizes, 2, 21/2, and 3 inches in diameter, 
have teen found, also parts of gun carriages, and on some of these can 
Ee seen pieces of rove that were used for working the gun. Since their 
recovery exposure to the air causes the rope to dissolve into dust on 
rubbing. 


Powder 
Gun~-Power, Bung-Stoopver, Scatbard, Muskets 


A rather singular find is a quantity of gunvowder in chunks, and 
which retains its peculiar smell to this late day. 


A bung-stovper of one of the water casks, made of several 
thicknesses of woolen cloth, is also a curiosity. 


The scattard of an officer's sword retains enough of its original 
form to show its former use, 
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Fuskets, apvarently capable of carrying an ounce tall, with very 
old-fashioned locks, the nipple and vent perfect, and many other 
curios, are being taen out daily. — 


—— See 


Nothing can te learned of the history of this wreck, and the 
ol-est inhatitant never knew of the spot except as the "rock pile," 


and which was a good oyster reef. 

It is presumatle, however, that this is one of the vessels that 
formed either Ibterville's or the Spanish fleet, and was lost early in 
1700, All that has been -trought to the surface, and the correspondent 
of the "Picayune" visited the spot, denotes that this is probably the 
fact, judging from the antiquated look everything has, and of which 


copies are in museums. 


It is intended to call the attention of the United States 
Government to this find with a view of having those unknown relics 
placed in the Smithsonian Institute at Washington. 


(covied ty M. James Stevens) 
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SUNK IM 1727 STOR? IN tILONI SAY 
WITH 7 CANNON REMCVED A™D } ANY 
ARTIFACTS DETAILING CONSTRUCTIC? 
OF HOLLAND CRIGIN 

1892 


"Ocean Springs, 1892" ky Regina B. Hines (1979) pages 23-24 


In the humid days of late summer 1892, an event which linked 
Ocean Springs to its days as a French colony ktrought visions of 
old treasures and the excitement of discovery to the area. 


Ofr"Lover's Lane" 


While either tonging for oysters, as stated in a newspaper of 
the period, or while swimming, according to a family story, young 
Bueene Titlier Jr. found an old cannon at the "rock pile," akout a 
quarter mile southwest of Col. Sheldon's home on Biloxi Bey, off 


today's Lover's Lane, 


Wreck of Old Vessel 


The youth then told his father, Euzene Titlier Sr., and Cant. 
Josenh Suarez of the schooner "Maggie" of the find. The fishermen 
investizated, discovering "the sunken wreck of some war vessel." 

It was "possibly one of the fleet that came to this section unier 

the command of D'Iberville in either 1699 or 1703, as everything 

so far recovered tends to confirm the impression that the wreck is 
very old," noted the Septemrer 23, 1892 edition of Scranton's 
"Democrat Star." The -trown-stained, fragile pages of. the old 
newspaver are in the possession of Bertha R. Fallo, the granddaughter 


of Eugene Titlier, Sr. 


French Shin of Oak or Mahogany 


The old newspaper reports the vessel was built from oak or 
jmahoghany and was keing preserved teneath the silt at the -ottom 


of the Bay. 


Research and study in this century have shown the vessel to 
te a French ship tuilt in Holland, which was protekly wrecked by 
a 1727 storm, while transporting suvplies to the French colony. 


The newspaper account of the 1892 investigation and salvage 
of the vessel gives a vivid picture of the ancient craft, which 
in 1979 wae still in its resting place at the bottom of the Bay. 


"A great amount of stones and boulders, foreign to this section, 
have teen taken out, which evidently was part of the kallast of the 
ee re some ee trick, much different fror: that now 

Sec, & s atout 1 inches thick, 8 in s ‘a 4 
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wh great number of iron braces heve been teken out, about 
t long, 2 1/4 inches wide and 1/2 inch thick. Bvery part 


12 fee 
of the ‘700% shows that the nutting together wes done by wooder 
Dins and where a kolt ws used in iron work, it was of copver." 


The investization revealed the vessel was held together Ly 
wooden pins, rather than mails. ; 


Weapons 


Cannons found were of varying lengths. Four were six feet 
long, one was seven feet and two other, four feet long. 


"A rather singular find is a quantity of gunpowder in chunks, 
and which retains its particular smell to this late day," the article 
continued. "A tung stocper of one of the water casks, mate of several 
thicknesses of woolen cloth, is also a curiosity. 


"The scattard of an officer's sword retains enough ot its 
original form to show its former use. 


"Nuskets apparently capable of carting an ounce ball with very 
old-fashioned locks, the nipnole and the vent perfect, and many other 
curios are teing taken out daily." 


Artifacts 


Eugene Titlier Sr. tried for years to have the vessel raised 
and communicated with the Smithsonian Institution about its relics. 


Mrs, Fallo says she remembers old muskets, copper pitchers and 
utensils at her grandparents! home, located in present day Gulf Jills. 
“Where they are today ia questionable. If someone would admire a 


certain article, the Tibliers would give it to them as a gift, she 
said. 


Placement of Cannon 


Titlier kept four cannons the party recovered from the ancient 
ship and delighted in shooting one off on holidays, once nearly 
blowing the windows out of the family home with the blast. . 


These were later placed at the old Biloxi Community Center, 
now the site of Santa Maria Del Mar Apartments on East Beach, Biloxi. 
In 197° the cannons were still on the apartment complex lawn and the 
old supply vessel with its remaining artifacts was still at the 


tottom of the Bay. 
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Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
Thorne 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thornton 
Thoville 
Thrasher 
Thriout 
Thweatt 
Thygesen 
Thygesin 
Tibbits 
Tibilier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
_Tiblier 


First Name 


Rev. James 
Robert 

Robert Glenn 
Robert S. 
Samuel M. 
Sedonia 
Shirley May 
Stervy Hunter 
Stewart 
Vernelt 
Walter E. 
William Ewing 
William L. 
Wm. B. 

J.H. 

Aiden Oakley 
Arthur 

Baby Boy 
Baby Boy 
Conedan 
Doris Waunita 
Ethridge C. 
Helen 

Joseph R. 
Susan H. 
William A. 
William Eugene 
Honore 

Dewitt N. 
Louise 

Wm. J. 

Chris 

Laura Caroline 
Albert A. 

Vital 

Edna 

Eldon 

Emile 

Estalla 

Estelle 
Eugene S. 
Henry Eugene 


Book 


21 
14 
2 

23 
3 

11 
15 
18 
20 
30 
14 


Page 
68 
10 
70 
272 
140 
169 
205 
31 
114 
97 
151 
187 
134 
113 
281 
141 
86 
121 
77 
79 
160 
315 
290 
289 
180 
127 
35 
188 
161 
264 
155 
239 
260 
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Tiblier Family 


Birth 


03-03-1874 
1874 

§ mos old 
06-30-1911 
71 yrs old 
11-10-1883 
5 mos old 
10-30-1896 
51 yrs old 
07-09-1917 
12-05-1844 
7 wks old 
06-20-1880 
48 yrs old 
79 yrs old 
6 mos old 
08-02-1880 
08-27-1924 
07-09-1927 
09-25-1926 
02-03-1915 
09-01-1922 
06-29-1917 
05-31-1872 
12-22-1844 
07-30-1877 
04-16-1944 


07-10-1888 
08-13-1880 

82 yrs old 
12-11-1865 
01-12-1872 
09-26-1894 

58 yrs old 

6 mos old 
06-21-1938 
04-02-1872 

83 yrs old 
01-15-1891 
05-16-1842 
08-14-1866 


Death 


10-24-1932 
11-02-1925 
07-30-1908 
06-30-1936 
06-28-1912 
10-15-1921 
10-12-1928 
10-02-1929 
10-01-1933 
08-09-1942 
05-20-1926 
09-03-1912 
11-05-1942 
10-26-1906 
12-15-1920 
05-29-1909 
12-06-1922 
08-27-1924 
07-09-1927 
07-10-1927 
06-07-1915 
10-25-1943 
06-28-1918 
09-28-1936 
11-24-1916 
12-29-1945 
04-16-1944 
08-10-1928 
11-08-1937 
11-16-1920 
09-26-1921 
10-14-1941 
09-13-1943 
11-01-1948 
03-05-1934 
07-14-1927 
06-24-1938 
03-20-1945 
02-20-1927 
01-03-1916 
01-27-1930 
10-18-1936 


Fathers Name 


Arron Thompson 

Sandy Thompson 
W. W. Thompson 
James Thompson 


Patrick Albrier 
James Thompson 
Jas. Thompson 


Seadorn Reid 

Peter Thompson 
Wade W. Thompson 
James W. Thompson 


Joseph R. Thornton 
Johsph Thornton 
William Thornton 
W M Thornton 
Wildon Thornton 
Arthur Thornton 
Clarence Thornton 
Wm. Thornton 
Joseph R. Thornton 


John A. Thornton 
Joseph R. Thornton 
Louis Thoville 
Winfield S. Thrasher 
Eugene Diaz 


Van Bueren Goff 
Howard Tibbits 
Eugene Tiblier 
Winslow Tiblier 
Julius Tiblier 
Emile Tibtier 
Louis Grou 
Emile Tiblier 
Victor Tiblier 
Geo. W. Wallace 


eget 


Mothers Name 


Mattie Powe 


Eugenia Augustin 
Mattie N. Massey 
Mattie Powe 


Maggie Boone 
Ruth 

Bosarge 
Sarah Williams 


Weissenberg 
Susan Shine 
Mary E. Witt 
Lizzie Witt 
Alice Levines 
Sophronia Raley 
Mae Dukes 
Mary E. Witt 
Susan Stirne 
Bertha Stiron 
Ida Nadbury 
Rose Lee Latimer 
Marseleine 
Mary Allen 
Elizebeth Herrin 


Elizabeth Sumerall 
Carrie Porter 
Palmera Beaugez 
Jane Barwell 

Ivy Bosarge 
Estelle Grou 
Eloise Ladner 
Eugenia Fountain 


Henry Eugene Tiblier 
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Last Name 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tiblier 
Tichell 
Tichenor 
Ticsell 
Tierney 
Tift 
Tikkanan 
Tillis 
Tillman ° 
Tillman 
Titlman 
Tillman 
Tillman 
Tillotson 
Tilman 
Tilton 
Timbrell 
Tingue 
Tinkle 
Tinsley 
Tipton 
Tisdale 
Tisdale 
Toch 
Toche 
Toche 
Toche 
Toche 
Todd 
Tolf 
Tolle 
Tolson 
Tolson 
Tomlinson 
Tomlinson 
Tomplet 
Toncra 
Toncrey 
Toncrey 


First Name 


Jerry 
Lawrence Edward 
Louis 

Louis 

Milton Allen 
Carrie 

Baby Boy 
John P. 
Barry Arnold 
Herman 
Kissie 
Arnold John 
Arthur Wm 
Joseph 
Kate Catherine 
Laura 
Minnie 
Leslie 
George E. 
George B. 
Harry O. 
George W. 
Needham E. 
Will 

William J. 
Wm. H. 
Arnais E. 
Irma 

Mary 

Mary Olevia 
William F. 
David 

Carl Emile 
Clarence D. 
Isaah 
Meredith C. 
Sadie A. 
Thomas Howard 
Joseph E. 
Erilda 

Albert 
Albert Antonio 
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Book Page 


18 159 
31 65 
18 47 
25 235 
13 5 
11 148 
12 108 
21 1 
32 416 
22 218 
2 255 
28 247 
11 163 
7 159 
10 130 
28 9 

5 100 
19 274 
3 249 
5 52 
32 232 
17 279 
20 246 
7 258 
17 108 
6 29 
1 179 
15 298 
21 266 
7 36 
25 163 
28 255 
13 220 
29 66 
12 91 
28 164 
30 278 
19 236 
27 23 
4 186 
23 204 
5 104 


Tiblier Family 


Birth 


1 yr old 
10-13-1894 
08-23-1876 

64 yrs old 
12-22-1923 
02-03-1859 
01-26-1923 

44 yrs old 
07-30-1947 
06-06-1888 

50 yrs old 
10-09-1941 
08-22-1920 

1907 
03-15-1889 
03-28-1882 
12-21-1877 
03-09-1884 
11-28-1881 


07-25-1892 
09-06-1847 
04-01-1894 
29 yrs old 
04-09-1896 
1846 

4 mos old 


78 yrs old 
09-16-1902 
80 yrs old 
03-29-1889 
07-16-1848 
03-11-1920 
47 yrs old 
01-26-1890 
11-30-1873 
06-19-1866 
09-1900 

3 yrs old 
01-24-1887 
02-22-1913 


Death 


12-01-1930 
06-22-1944 
11-08-1929 
04-30-1938 
01-11-1924 
09-07-1921 
01-26-1923 
02-22-1932 
07-30-1947 
04-06-1936 
07-01-1910 
10-31-1941 
10-06-1921 
01-13-1918 
03-26-1920 
07-26-1940 
02-21-1915 
01-03-1932 
02-13-1913 
12-14-1914 
06-25-1946 
01-10-1930 
04-09-1934 
05-26-1918 
02-14-1929 
02-08-1916 
11-29-1907 
05-29-1929 
08-03-1934 
07-28-1917 
11-18-1937 
11-18-1941 
03-08-1925 
05-17-1942 
12-19-1922 
04-21-1941 
11-09-1943 
08-25-1931 
01-03-1939 
02-27-1914 
01-10-1936 
02-28-1915 


Fathers Name 


Winslow Tiblier 
Lawrence Tiblier 
Emile Tiblier 
Eugene Tiblier 
James Tichell 
Joseph Hoomle 
James Ticsell 
Josh T. Tierney 
Harley Arnold Tift 
John Tikknan 


John Tillman 
John Tillman 
Paul Tillman 
Michael Mack 
William Loche 
P. J. Hedges 
Frank Jackson 
Jason Tilton 


Wilt O. Tingue 
Linsey K. Tinkle 
Jim Tinsley 


W. A. Tisdate 
Jos Toch 


Adner Gary 
Joseph Toche 
Jos. P. Toche 
David Todd 


Clarence D. Tolle 
Anthony Tolson 
Geo. M. Tatson 
Thos. P. Atkinson 
T. H. Tomlinson 


Albert Toncra 


Toney Toncrey 


Mothers Name 


Jane Boral 

Eulalie Fountain 
Estelle Grou 
Palarevea Beaugez 
Zelane E. Bolton 
Josephine Ratliff 
Saline Bolton 

Mary Anna Holton 
Viola Jane Riggins 


Jennie Alves 
Jennie Alvis 
Lillie Finley 


Mary.Gray 


Mary A. Vanter 
Jennie Prentis 


Francelia Spink 
Catherine R. McWhorter 
Summerlin 


Isabella Watts 


Martha McClendon 
Mary Olevia Ryan 
Mary Anderson 
Annie Oniell 

Lucy Garnet 


Elizabeth Reston 
Martha V. Burden 


Emilia Hebert 


Philise Serena 


Toncrey Delphine nook. Vege Birth Death 
Toncrev apie 29 395 Pe — 


Fathers Name 
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Tiblier Family 
187 
12/4/23 Vancleave news; Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie Entrekin lost 15 mos. old 
baby, buried Friday, 11/30/23. 
12/4/23 Kate Minor, 74, only d/o Wm. J. Minor & Rebecca Ann Gustine 
(Natchez); nephew J. P. Minor (Bil.). 
11/18/23 Rosa Marie Grady, d/o Richard, m. 9/23, Louis Beauz (sic) 


(0.S.). 


11/23/23 Miss Eliz. Sumrall, 70, d. at home of Thomas Sumrall 
(Fernwood) . 


11/20/23 Emile Tiblier, 85, nat. MS, res. N.Bil; wf; sons: Emile Jr., 
Louis & Jsph; dau: Mrs. Alice Fountain; bro: Eugene. 


11/16/23 Edw. Caillavet, sis: Mrs. Anson Holley. 


11/15/23 .. Capt. Geo. Ziz, 57, nat. Austria; sons: Anthony (?) & Geo. Jr; 
bro: Anthony. , 


11/14/23 Carrol Nell Entrekin, 2 yrs, d/o John Entrekin, d. yest. Bil. 


11/9/23 Geo. David Ellzey, s/o Geo., d. Bil., age 2 yrs. 


11/8/23 James B. Jermyn (Hands.), 41 yrs; wf.,chil. mother, sis., 3 
bros. anon. . F 


11/5/23 Mrs. Susan Blanchard Elder, 87, nat. Jessups, LA, N.O. most of 
life; son: Thomas (Bil.); 2 daus., d/o Gen. Albert G. 
Blanchard (Civil War). 

11/2/23 ' Dave Quave, accident. 

10/23/23 John A. Walker enlisted at 18, C.S.A., 27 May 1861, AL. 

10/22/23 . Mrs. Susan Parker, 81 yrs, nat. Henry Co., AL, Harco. 7 yrs, 
dad. N.Bil; sis; dau: Mrs. G. V. Parker; grson: Wm. Parker 
(N.Bil). 


10/20/23 Mrs. Mary Jane Wade, 69, nat. MI; dau., 2 sons; bro: Albert 
Parker (Bil.). 


10/19/23 infant s/o Leon Seymour, N.Bil., bur., Quave Cem. 
10/18/23 Harry Malletté hurt hand at Noble & uaieted sewnili. 
10/18/23 Bertha Ryan m. Jsph. Fallo. 


10/18/23 Mrs. Emma Theresa Ladnier Perez, 48 yrs, w/o Frank, nat. 
Seymour, MS, Bil. 40 yrs; hus. & other rel. anon. 


10/16/23 Richard August Ryan & Esperance Victoria Fayard; Alex Dennery 
& Nattie Bosarge; Henry H. King & Myrtle Mae cCruthirds; 
Matthew Ryan & Sarah E. Weathers. 

10/2/23 Thomas Rhodes & Mary Gollott; Carlie Quave & Leona Johnson 


10/1/23 history of Biloxi 
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